REASON 


PRECEDENT, 
IN A LETTER TO 
THE PEOPLE OF DERBY: 


HENRY YORKE. 


A mighty change has taken plae i the reaſoning of av, 


fa) 


* 
pu 
* 
2 , —— 


- 5 — D— = 
—_— , 
F * 


— 
— — 


| ' , — 82 
= | —_— aa 4 _- * 


; of | 
— * — 26” * 2 4 2 - - N - * ” 
CR as ow et 


_—_—  . 
— 


* 


ary 


i. # 
_— 


e . 3 


LETTER 


70 THE PEOPLE OF DERBY. 


Fr mach be expected that after hav- 
ing been ſo hardly dealt with, I ſhould 


have relinquiſhed a cauſe, from which, in 


the preſent diſturbed temper of the public 
mind, nothing can be acquired but hatred, 
malevolence, and cenſure. Friendfhip it- 


{elf, whether real, or diſguiſed under the 


maſk of hypocritical convenience, has bro- 


ken aſunder the chain which linked toge- 


ther all ranks of ſociety ; and a fierce 
ſpirit of intolerance, equalled only in 
the days of religious bigotry and fana- 
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ticiſm, rages with ſury throughout every 
part of our 1 and unhappy _ 
It becomes, Melee, more 2 matter 
of curioſity than aſioniſhment, that the 
_ vengeance of the advocates for the prevail. 
ing ſyſtems of Goyernment in Europe, 
ſhould purſue with inexorable wrath, an 
individual whom they have fingled out of 
the vaſt and increafing number af their 
enemies, as a fit object for an eaſy and 
graceful victory. And their mingled zeal 
and hatred receive an additional impulſe, 
by the unwelcome remembrance that the 
man whom they now oppoſe, uninfluenced 
by any motives of intereſt, volunteered 
| Himſelf under the banners of Pre; udice, 
| and openly fought by their ſide, the bat- 
les of Tyranny and Superſtition. 


That a man, after having ardent] 7 
eſpouſed the cauſe of Deſpotiſin, ſhould 
have the inſolrnt magnanimity to embrace 
a contrary mode of thinking, upon a per- 


Go fect conviction of his former error, is, cer- 


1 tainly, fo inconſiſtent with the general 
practice of the preſent venal and profligat 
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age, that it can ſcarcely obtain credit. To 


the prejudiced, it appears in glaring colours 
of madneſs; and to the uninformed and 


deluded, it is retailed as an act of flagrant 


apoſtacy and treaſon. And thoſe who find 
an intereſt in the continuance of national 
abuſes, and who live upon the fooliſh and 
ſtupid credulity of mankind, do of courſe 
attribute ſuch behaviour to ſiniſter motives, 
it being impoſſible, according to their no- 
tions of honourable conduct, for any man 
to adopt that wnprieftly practice of doing 
good to his fellow creatures without deriy- 
ing ſome ſpecies of emolument for his 


trouble and * 


3 Notwithſtanding theſe various opi- 
nions, which every one will frame to his 
poeculiar habits of reaſoning, I am not 


aſhamed publickly to avow - I am that 


changeling, and apoſtate, and that I ſin- 
cerely feel myſelf intereſted in the happi- 
neſs of my fellow creatures, without loox - 
ing to any further reward than that moſt 
honourable and conſcientious one, the 
conviction of doing that which is xIGHT, 
The hatred and invective of thoſe whom 
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in 2 charity I call deluded, I hall. ever re- 
gard with pity and indifference, for to be 


calumniated is one thing, and to be crimi- 
nated another. Perhaps when ſevere afflic- 


tions and ſtern neceſſity ſhall have brought 
en to the ule of their reaſon, they will 


reflect with no ſmall degree of ſenſibility on 


the treatment I have experienced. They 


wil} remember that I took up the great 
cauſe of public Freedom not in a moment 


of full internal tranquillity, when a clear 
and ference atmoſphere promiſed concord 


and plenty to Britain, but in a time of 


danger and tempeſt, when a black and 


lowering cloud threatened her with ruin, 
and when her mock Patriots itole ſilently 
away from their poſts, and left her af- 


frighted and deſponding citizens to await in 


| Gar] al expectation the dubious cvent of 


che ſtorm. 


Though 1 can find neither friendſhip 
or — in any place, I am reſolved in 
deſpight of Proſecutions, Threats, and 
Baſtiles, not to flatter my country. No 
principles of ambition or party, which 


too frequentl y precipitate men into raſh. 
and 


(7): 
and haſty deciſions, have influenced me: 
it was a full, mature, and impartial deli- 
| beration on the comparative ſtate of our 
country with that of the other nations of 
the Continent, that induced me to change 
my opinions. And as a law of coercion. 
prevails every where, as Truth itſelf can- 
not be whiſpered without danger, and as 
_ perſonal ſecurity is at the mercy of hired. 
and miſcreant informers, and a worſe 
than Spaniſh Inquiſition eſtabliſhed through- 
out our country, in contempt of its Com 
ſtitution and Laws, I think it is high 
time that we come to a ſpeedy and defini- 
tive ſettlement with our Rulers. 


It is the duty of men to ſuffer for their 
country, eſpecially when it is proclaimed 
by public authority to be in danger. As 
I conſider this ſeaſon to be the m_ pro- 
per for delivering one's ſentiments, becauſe 
it is the moſt dangerous, I am reſolved to 
ſpeak out. My angry opponents will re- 
flect that as I am a Deſerter, I can exec 
no quarter from them; for which reaſon, 
they may reſt affured, I will give none. 
When firmneſs becomes a virtue, indeci- 
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ſion is treaſon. It is on as Si | 
of Nature alone, in oppoſition to the 
' preſent conſtitutions of nations, that I will 
reſt my vinaication, and put them to the 

bluſh, unleſs Shame has loſt its quality 
among them. 


3 cannot think that Error, however | 
fortified by Time, Precedent, and Law, 
15 to be held facred ; nor can I look upon 


any man as honeſt, who attempts to juſti- 
fy a cauſe, which in his heart he con- 
demns. Private domeſtic reaſons may 
properly enough deter the dependent being 
from openly avowing his principles. The | 

| Tradeſman is not warranted in giving his 


opinion (except during a moment of criſis) 


when he is ſenſible that he will thereby 


impoveriſh his trade, or diſtreſs his fami- 
ly. But, the man who can derive no 


: juſtification of his conduct from applying 
| ſuch motives to himſelf, and who ſedately 


ſigns his name to Reſolutions, Aſſocia- 


tions, and Addrefles, which in his heart 


he abhors, is not only a ſelf-deceiver, but 


what is much worſe, he is a flagitious 
Traitor to his country. N 


_ 


— — — — — 


(+) 


The day i is faſt approaching when this 
wicked ſyſtem of deperidence will be diſ- 
ſolved; when the poor man will reſume 
his rights, and his proud oppteflor, feel- 
ing his own dependence on ſociety, will 
not have the impudence to diſavow the in- 
dependence of others. A grand inqueſt of 
the whole nation will be then taken, and 
that claſs of men, ignominiouſly ſtigma- 
tized by the epithet of paſſive citizens, 


will have an oppo rtunity * 4 ring 55 


themſelves, and of enforcing the execu- 


tion of what they are at pou only per- 
murted to think upon. 


Had this claſs of rhen known their 
dignity and conſequence, they would never 
have ſuffered the eſtabliſhment of thoſe 
iniquitous inſtitutions which deform the 
aſpect of ſociety, and if they were ſenſible 
of their power, and poſſeſſed ſpirit enough 
to redreſs themſelves, they would not per- 


__ mut their continuance for a moment. 


The ede of ene is to be 
read in their codes, and the excellence of 
a government is eaſily perceived in the 
| B con- 
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: e of the people governed, and not 
in the pompous and ulelels trappings of 
. their rulers. 


— 


In the ſanguinary volumes of Euro- 


pean juriſprudence, we can trace much 
lav, but little juſtice; and in the prodigal 
extravagance and foul intrigues of Courts, 
in the general poverty and wretchedneſs 
of the people, we can eaſily diſcover for 
whom Government was made. On all 
ſides, chere is a conſpiracy of the Great to 


oppreſs the Poor; and laws, inſtead of 


_ oppoſing, have ſanctioned this guilty 


league, by conferring on the one both 


power and influence, and by reducing the 
other to the extremity of wretchedneſs 


and ignorance. Thus, human happineſs, 
which, by the conſtitution of nature, 


all men were incluſively deſigned to en- 
joy, has been wickedly uſurped by a few 
| privileged Deſpots, who have ſecured it to 
themſelves within the entrenchments of 
excluſive and unequal laws. 


| This wha cthaddetet Commonalty 


moſt 


11 


moſt important rights and concerns to the 
diſcretion of a few. The long, ſevere, 
and unvaried hardſhips they hv expe- 
rienced, ought to determine them on ſome 
immediate change, by which they may 
be enabled to force thofe unnatural bar- 
_ riers. Had they managed for themſelves, 
inſtead of indiſcreetly farming out their 
rights upon truſt, they would have been, 
at this period, happy, and ſociety would 
have derived ſuch benefits from the in- 
ventions of genius and art as would have 


both improved and aſtoniſhed it. 


The criminal laws of Europe are 
written in characters of blood, and the rea- 
ſon is obvious. The dominion of Tyrants 
can only be upheld by the ignorance, the 
prejudices, and the ſears of men. Over 1 1 
that claſs, the ſweat of whoſe brow feeds 1 
the pampered avarice of Courts, che out- N 
ſtretched arm of law hangs vinditive 11 0 | 
Were Governments conſtituted on princi- = Fa, 
ples of benevolence and mercy, that mul . N 
titude of forms and hoſts of ſubordinate 1 
tyrants, which ſwarm in every European - CL 
court, 
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court, would be b and che Peo: 
ple actuated by no principle but the rule 

of Right, would baniſh ignorance from 
the face of the earth. T he exertion of 
Reaſon would produce liberty, and as Ty- 


ranny and Freedom are incompatible with 


each other, Delpotiſm would take wing. 


— 8, chens, and every mea- 


ſure of rigour and cruelty, are employed 
to drive or tempt the reluctant multitude 
to the commiſnion of crimes, and then 
| public ſafety becomes the plea for the ex- 
_ ertion of power, by the means of exem- 


plary puniſhments. Inſtantly, thoſe | dra- | 


conian laws iflue from the dark cabinets 


and ſeraglios of the Great—from thoſe ä 


monſtrous and palluted receſſes, where not 
the reaſon and heart, but the luſts of men 
are ſtudied here the ſolitary Tyrant, 


like the lurking ſpider, keeps perpetual | 
vigils, and awaits in gloomy, fatisfied ex- 
pectation, for his devoted prey. Thus a 


terrible example is made of men, to hold 
men in dread. And the wretched victim 


whom the oppreſſions of Government may 
have driven to commit exceſſes, expiates 


on 


| 1 13 


on a curſed gibbet, not his crimes, but the 
crimes of Þis Rulers. Hg 


7 Such is aa fabric on which the cri - 
minal codes of Europe are conſtruQed. 
As laws relative to individual conduct 
- ought to conſtitute the firſt and moſt ſo- 
las object of legiſlative concern, and as 
the laws of Europe are not analagous either | 
to the heart or condition of man, but are 
plainly laws of flavery, I ſhall ever con- 
nder myſelf happy in breaking off all con- 
nection with men who uphold theſe bloody 
compilations as deſerving of applauſe, Ve- 
neration and * | 


I is certainly true, chat in compariſon 
with theſe, the laws of England wear a 
very lenient complexion. But there till 
exiſt ſome bloody fragments of Gothic 
barbarity in our penal ſyſtem, at the peru- 
fal of which human nature ſhrinks in hor- 
ror and amazement. They are indeed, 
fo ſhocking, and unjuſtly ſevere, that the 

| Conſtitution of our country has found it 
neceſſary to lodge a diſcretionary power 
of pardon in the hands of the executive 
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magiſtrate, leaſt the life of the ſubject 
ſhould be wantonly ſacrificed to the ſavage 
- mandates of antiquated and ferocious 
: laws. 5 


Howerer expedient ſuch laws might 
have been formerly; however adapted to 
the cruel, ſuperſtitious, and conſequently 
ignorant age in which they were con- 
trived, it is no evidence of their preſent 
utility. On the contrary, the conduct of 
men has ſo changed with their habits of 
reafoning, | and a has become ſo 
much more enamoured of itſelf, that no- 
thing can juſtify their continuance, but 
that tyrannical and jealous diſtruſt of 
the effect of mild principles on the minds 
of men, and which neceſſarily compels 
the 8 of laws from motives of 
If it be the fact that men can be 
. upon by no other principle, but 
that of ſear, and that this warrants a diſ- 
proportion and partiality in the laws, the 
rigour of diſtributiye juſtice ought to fall 
with leſs weight on the poor, becauſe their 
| hopeleſs condition rarely flatters them with 
a proſpect « of mercy. It is a miſtaken no- 


tion ; 


4 0 


tion that the Poor only are the moſt re- 


fractory members of ſociety, and conſe- 


quently are to be reſtrained ſolely by the 
rigour of law. On the contrary, they are 
more inclinable to obey law than the 
higher orders of Society, whoſe ſituation 
| and fortunes afford many frequent and 
' tempting occaſions of perpetrating crimes 


with privilege and impunity. There are 
many State crimes which, taken in a mo- 
ral ſenſe, are perfectly harmleſs in them- 
elves; they are the hidden and infidious 


traps which deſigning Politicians have laid 


for the Poor, to perpetuate their miſeries, 
while they riot in exceſſes, and commit 


every ſpecies of wickedneſs that the de- 
praved heart of man can deviſe. The 


ſame deed which, in the cye of law the 
rich voluptuary may commit unpuniſhed, 
is deemed highly criminal in the caſe of 


the poor man. Dives eſcapes,—Lazarus 
is purines! 1 into a dungeon. 


* To prove this aſſertion, it is only neceſſary to read Burn's JuC- 
tice, eſpecially thoſe parts reſpecting ſervants, and pregnant, un- 
married women. In the outſet of creation, the Deity commanged 
man to © increaſe and multiply”, but the laws of England make the 
decree of Supreme intelligence ſubſervient to the weak tut ions of 


human policy. Prieſts may by a crooked logie make it appear that 


this is conſiſtent with Religion, but they can never pertuade me, that 


* 


4 


1 
' | 
The ſeverity of Penal tows generates 
—_ - crimes, and throws an enraged offender, 
: q ll into a dangerous relapſe. How can vou 
þ 


— - 
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1 be ſurprized that the man who before rob- 
It lll. dee, ſhould now murder, when his pu- 
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niſhment is the ſame, and the proſpect of 
_ avoiding detection by the affaſſination of 

the perſon he has robbed, ſo alluring as 
to induce him to it t? 
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_ A man Jofin his life * the theft of a2 
few ſhillings, yet the deſpoiler of domeſtic 
peace, the murderer of connubial happi- 
neſs, the robber of the darling ewe lamb, 
a property far dearer than gold, is at moſt 
ſentenced to pay a pecuniary fine. Con- 
ſidered as property, the ſeducer of virtu- 
ous innocence ſhould ſuffer death equally 
with the robber of the purſe; in a moral 
or religious light, we ſhould be induced 
to think that his puniſhment ought to be 
greater, and that even the ingenious fa- 
| * of prieſts would not be wanting to 
invent 
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it is not repugnant to Nature; jet what ſhews the confiſlency of the 
character of theſe men more than any thing elſe is, the teſtimony x 
COTE IT pt nts of Guy HT n. to the 
above ſacred rule. | | 


2 = 
—_ = = „ << — — - "= — _—_ 
— — 3 2 TN = * — — — * 2 - — p . 
b . » ot 2 „ 3 . ou. — £ - * , k 
* * * 2 0 = ** * * — 2 2 e = — _ b- l 4 > 4 #4 wa * 0 — . 
- —— - . — 2 E 4 * % _ _ —— - — * N 
* SLICE oak _— ä — — ooo i FM. n : 14M 12 : a 
- * = we — 28 —— We. > l =, - x _— N 6 TY — . « « N 1 7 4 * « — 5 N * — N — l - 
— . — 1 * * 4 . * 4 — * — ba on — * « in 
* > 4 6. p : — ö 22 * — 9 * — * * 1 - - — — - *-4 * 1 * 
—Y -©* 4 l * ' FRAY 1 * - vr . ** n 92 * __ DJ <= 7 ** K 4 * — a BY Ta. 4s © 3 „ * 93 pt "© 4 4 . 
7 n y l * 2 * ih as. * — 3 . : — * — 2 x . FI 5 o * 2 : > 
+; 6 5 - aw » ES = "pe + Mn . " Þ 2 — a a + oo Oo OW Sores wy fn 3 3 1 1 n 4 "__— — i £ . 1 . % bag” * 
4 > 2 _ by - 5 1 a * ” A 5 ä 2 92 >; 9 - „ 8 d 
2.4 I 4 * + MS Sake — e 4 n . 2 — 1 "= . 4 — 2% : a. 4 7 * . 7 9 — 7 = 500 tn; 5 2 * 
433 . = 4 = FAD - - 2 * 33 l en * , . . y wi: th x a N 8 2 
„ * 4 >. 58 - 0 286 * . - 'Þ 2 G36 1 * ay 4 * W % « * * — * * — ; . . — — * —— . _ IG — \ 
p * - Al — * nd — > 8 Cn : 1 1 wut, 2 ” 2» * - — K . 0 N — — — 
2 — _ 4 * - 2 N . 
2222 ²˙ ˙——„ᷣ —a Ar TREE. 3 - — 12 : 8 21 "5 . ; : : - — Sy 2a — a : 
þ — 2 r — — > — — — = * . —_— KW: 7 cs. - 4 2 L I - 0 F 5 — : —— — b — a : 5 4 . — ä— 
[4 . -1 —__Y — . . . * = * wel 12 4 . ö _ by _ — - —— 


(7) 
invent ſome new and cruel ſpecies of an- 


guiſh and torment, for ſuch unrighteous 
| — be 


But, che ſad experience - of ages, e 
chat morals and juſtice are leſs conſidered 
than paſſion, in the fabrication of laws. 

Juriſprudence wears the tinſel garment of 
Religion, only to cloke the vile yes of 


Tyeminy and — 


11 is not neceſſary that I ſhould here ; I 
arreſt your attention, by giving you a di= _ is 
geſt of thoſe proſcriptive and bloody pages 
which compoſe the criminal code of Eu- 


rope, and authorize ſuch wanton and : 1 J 
ſhocking inſtances of human immolation. 7 8 
Perhaps, before a very few years have BR * | 
elapſed, the preſent age will deprecate in '* 
vengeance, ſuch ſyſtems of legiſlation as _ 

call forth the pious bleſſings of ſurround- 1 

ing multitudes, even on the moſt hardened ä 
culprit when led to execution ;—as excite 1 | 

their curſes, and arouſe their indignation 1 | 
againſt the rigid laws of their country, - 
and like the concluſive ſcene of a Tragedy, lf 
leave an impreſſion of pity, where it was =. 
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3 intended to inftil public ſcorn and abhor- | 


Our Civil Laws are a vaſt and Ay ” 


geſted heap of legal learning, in which the 
Convenience of the Courts of Judicature 
ſeems to have been more conſulted than 
| Reaſon and Juſtice. The moſt intelligent 


lawyers, in the midſt of their warmeſt pa- 
negyrics, are compelled to acknowledge 


that the ſcience of Bruſh Law can ſcarcely : 
be obtained with the lucubrations of zwenty | 
years. Every term produces new inſtitu- 


tions, and the ſtudent who has the forti- 


| tude to encounter our law books, is hur- 
ried into a vaſt labyrinth, from whence it 


is impoſſible he can ever extricate himſelf. 


When he becomes a practitioner, his mind 


is ſo crooked with the rules of Court and 


the variety of reports, that he forgets the 


Law of Nature, and in the iniquity and 


| hurry of practioe, forgets alſo, the e Spirit 
in the letter of che Wig 


| Hence thoſe Arifes, which meddling 

| lawyers foment between neighbours ; hence 

the numerous occaſions of law ſuits, vexa- 
tions 


09 
tions and ruin; hence ariſe that want of 
confidence, and conſequently litigious ſpirit 
of caution which diſmember ſociety, make 
m enemy of a friend, and a friend of an 

— 


8 The complicated ſyſtem of our laws 
has a very lamentable and viſible effect on 
the manners of our countrymen. The 


ancient hoſpitable diſpoſition of Britons is 1 
totally forgotten, and what were formerly 4 : x 
7 their characteriſtic virtues, are now held in == 
deriſion. An eye for an eye, and a tooth me j | 
for a tooth, 1s the faſhionable ſyſtem of = l 
modern times. Far be it from me to 1 |. 
urge, that a// our laws are bad, or that = mY 
even an ancient law ſhould be repealed, _ 
becauſe it has a few inconveniences. That =_ 
would be imitating an Hetman of the 1 1 | 
Coflacks, who adviſed the Empreſs of | "3 þ | s 4 
Ruſſia to put to death all the Swediſh wo- 1 
men, ſo that the Swedes being deprived of TM | $i 
the power of begetting children, ſhe would 1B 1 | 
never be 1 in dread of a Swediſh war. Fa al 
Had thoſe for 3 laws are ſuppoſegd 
to be made, been conſulted in their forma- 1 
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tion, they would have been neither intri- 
cate, perplexing, or unequal. But, they 
would have diſtributed univerſally their 
influence; and the door of Juſtice been 
as eaſily opened to the lower as to the 


higher clafles of Society. At preſent, 


Right cannot be eſtabliſhed but by mean 
of an expence, that too often, the poor 
cannot afford. Thus the oppreſſor is 
ſcreened from juſtice by the Gorgon ſhield 
of law, and the oppreſſed is left to mourn 


over his injuries in the gloom of deſpair, 


and ſecretly vent his complaints againſt 
the unfair and unequal laws of his coun- 


Much 1 be expected from the tem- 


per of the times. Among the various re- 


forms, which an univerſal, free, and an- 
nual repreſentation of the people, will pro- 
duce, this will doubtleſs occupy the atten- 
tion of our legiſlators. I felicitate myſelf 
at the opening proſpect, that our book of 
law ſhall be clear, intelligible, and com- 


prehenſive; not formed on extraneous or 


exotic models, but on Truth, Liberty, and 


Juſtice, thoſe ſacred principles which in- 
i e ſpire 


(=) 


ſpire moral conduct, and ſecure the in- 
dependency of nations. The injured, with- 
out paying fees, may then point out with 
the finger of Honeſty, to his oppreſſor, rhe 
lav which gives him protection and juſtice. 
At preſent, our laws reſemble thoſe of Ca- 
ligula. They are written in ſuch charac- 
ters, and are ſo much above common ca- 


pacity, that none but ne men une 
derſtand them. 


— 


ma dl that this will effe& in So- 
Tiety 1s incredible. It will beget urbanity 
of manners, harmony, and good order; 
it will baniſh injuſtice, acting under the 
form of law; it will promote induſtry 
and ſcience, and the reign of hw wall be 
the reign of juſtice. = 


It is a melancholy truth, that the pre- 
. judice of education ſo influences mankind, 
as to make them tenacious of habits, to 

which their natural rights are ſacrificed. 

Here Reaſon is diſtorted into Phrenzy, 
and Error and Iniquity become religiouſſy 
ſacred, becauſe it is the immediate intereſt 

of ſubordinate deſpots to ſupport them. 
The 


« 22 1 
The fear of Power, and the cry of Prece- 
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dent, prevent men from exerting their rea- 
ſon, and they are reduced at length to the 
fad neceſſity of living the involuntary vic- 
tims of abſurd and Gavage polities. This 
accounts for the long reign of Deſpotiſm, 
and for thoſe exccrable ſyſtems of religion 
and government, which are invented in 
did of tyranny, and in derogation of the 
natural rights of mankind. | TT 
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But Nature e fach pretenſions. - 
She never intended ſuch a diſproportion, 
as to enable one man to abuſe her gifts, 
and to turn affluence into oppreſſion, 

- while another 1s precluded from the enjoy- 

ment of her common benefits. She never 

deſigned ſuch extremes as between the vo- 
luptuous Noble and the groveling Peaſant. 

| Tyrants alone are reſponſible for that in- 

| verſion of her decrees, which gives the 

man a right to command whom ſhe . D 
to obey. 


In peruſing the annals of ancient or | 
modern ſtory, We may * diſcover the 
manner 
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manner in which her decrees have been 


c 23) 


violated and inſulted. Ideots, knaves, and 
deſpots, have ordinarily decided the fate of 


men, and to gratify their criminal arnbi- 
tion and avarice, the Demon of Carnage 
has been let looſe to wander 1 in madneſs 


over r the world. 


: Whole countries, where peace and 


plenty once ſmiled, have been converted 
into vaſt and frightful deſerts, and the uni- 


verſe has l depopulation that Phi- 


loſophy contemplates in forrow. During 
all ages, the repoſe of the world has been 
diſturbed by the agitation of one great, 


though fimple queſtion, not whether there 
be power, nor whence it came, but who 
ſhould have it. The woeful chronicle of 
human miſeries is filled up with the nar- 
rative of the quarrels of Kings, Prieſts, 


Nobles, and proſtitutes, on this account, 


and of the millions of victims facnificed to 
their caprice and brutal fury. 


| Wax has ever been the wretched po- 
licy of courts, to uphold their government. 


N ations cannot war with each other, for 


Nature 
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Nature forbids it. During its continu- | 
ance, Commerce droops her head, Po pu- 


lation ceaſes, and thouſands of helpleſs fa- 


milies loſe their ſupport. While multi- 


tudes periſh on the horrid day of conflict, 
others are cruſhed beneath a dead weight 
of taxes, which are tripled and rigorouſly 
exacted, to defray its expences; a vaſt 


portion of the earth remains uncultivated 
for want of huſbandmen, and the other 


part is laid waſte, by the marching, or 
combat of armies. | 


The field of victory is a vaſt burying 


| place,—a dreadful field of deſolation and of 
mourning, where it is pretended that lau- 
rels are reaped ; but alas ! the real harveſt 
is of human exiſtence. Thus, under every 
aſpect of War, nations have all to /ofſe and 
nothing to gain, for even Conqueſt is pe- 
riſhable, and oſten as ruinous as defeat. 


. Sometime the quarrel between two 


Princes is to decide: which of them hall 


diſpoſſeſs a third of his dominions, where 
neither of them pretends to any right. 


Sometimes one Prince quarrels with ano- 


ther, 


1 


ther, for fear the other ſhould quarrel with 
him. Sometimes a War is entered upon 
becauſe the enemy is too ſtrong; and 
ſometimes becauſe he is too weak. Some- 
times our neighbours want the things 
which we have, or have the things which 
we want; and we both fight, till they take 
ours, or give us theirs : it is a very juſti- 


fiable cauſe for war, to invade a country 


after the people have been waſted by fa- 
mine, deſtroyed by peſtilence, or embroiled 
by faQtions among themſelves. It is juſi- 
fable to enter into a war againſt our near- 


eſt ally, when one of his towns lies con- 


venient for us, or a territory of land, that 
would render our dominions round and com- 


pact. If a Prince ſend forces into a na- 
tion where the people are poor and igno- 
rant, he may /awfully put the half of them 


to death, and make ſlaves of the reſt, in 
order to civiliae and reduce them from their 


barbarous way of living. It is a very 


kingly, honourable, and frequent practice, 


when one Prince defires the aſſiſtance of 


another to ſecure him againſt an invaſion, 
that the aſſiſtant, when he has driven out 


the invader, ſhould ſeize on the dominions 


D himielf, 
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hinfetf and kin, impiiſ6n, or baniſh the 
Prince he came to relieve. E 


ft a ppeared to me from what 1 Hat 


read, and what J had ſeen, that War can 
ever benefit the ProFLE, becauſe their 

 Hhappmieſs confiſts in order, plemy, - and 

liberty, and as it diſcompoſes all theſe, 


they muſt be plunged fooner or farer into 


an abyſs of miſery. It is commonly pro- 
cbaimed in haſte, and always conducted in 
cruelty (for what is honourable war, but 
Honourable burchery ?) and its moſt ine- 
_ Viable conſequence is, the Tofs of ſome 


portiort or ether of public Hberty, by the 


nlnence of corroption and 


Taxes. | 


2dditionat 


The appointment and ** of 2 


Standing Army give a great patronage to 
z Miniſter, and patronage always creates 
dependence. It cannot then be wondered 


at, that they ſhould adjuſt in cold blood, 
where the thunder of arms fhall be direct- 
ed, and where gurkdets towns, females, in- 


fants, ſhall be devoted to plunder, violence 
and — f glory and honour of 


* Gulliver's Travels, Part 4. ch. 5. 


antiquity. 


CE 2 


robbery, and havoc ; but its example ought 


not to be a precedent for us, in theſe en- 
lightened times, when all men ſigh after : 


Peace, | 


Peace, which always affords to the fa- 
tigued and worn-out ſoldier, the proſpect | 


of a future life of quiet, is ominous and 


alarming to Tyrants, whoſe whole autho- 


tial power, becauſe it enervates the ardour 


of their troops, and gives chem a diſtaſte for 
human Re. 


3 Tyrants are meddlers, therefore, from 
neceſſity; and Hiſtory bluſhes when ſhe 


records the lives of roya) and noble Quix- 


|  otes, who are ever ſallying forth in queſt 
of adventures, quarrelling with unoffend- 
ing beings, and repairing Werkes chat have i 


neyer been complained of. 


In the various contentions of human 
life, men peaceably recur to the arbitrations 
governed 


of Juſtice, and Nations would be 
by he farms principle, if wan did 


D 2 not 


antiquity, it is true, conſiſted in murder, 


on. 
89 
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not t pre de over the actions and "I of 
men. Trey declare wars at random—it 
is the wretched lot of the PEoPLE to wage 


Commerce, which is nothing more 
than a peaceable and friendly intercourſe 
between nations, muſt be ſuſpended, if not 

| deſtroyed, during a war; and a circum- 
| Nance the moſt peculiarly aggravating is, 
that thoſe who fight, pay alſo, and then 
the blood and gold of men become ſyno- 
nimous terms. Privileged orders may roll 
in diſſipation and ſecurity, in the midſt of 
the din of arms, becauſe they are the un- 
ceaſing cauſes of war; even to Prieſts, 
who, from their profeſſions, ſhould be the 
miniſters of peace, wars can never be de- 
plorable, as long as their revenues and 
tythes are faithfully paid. It is not ſur- 
prizing that from their pulpits they ſhould 
vomit forth deſolation and bloodſhed, 
ſince they conſtitute a part of the privi- 
leged corps, and their political exiſtence is 
enſured, ſo long as the reſt of the craft 
vpbold their authority by arms. Ever at 
war with Nature, and with Nature's fa- 
yourite, 


( 29 ) 


vourite—the Haben amd, the Prieſt can 
calmly fiddle when Europe is in flames, 
claſp the military and honourable butcher 
to his arms, or receive him with a ſolemn 
and ſtarched grimice at the altar of the God 
of Peace. The meek eye of Religion 
turns aſide in horror from this atrocious 


ſpeAacle ! Happy had it been for the ſons 


of the earth, if their crowned and mitred 
Tyrants, inſtead of delivering up to maſſa- 


cre, millions of uſeful beings, to avenge 


their quarrels, and thoſe of their harlots, 
had erected a public Theatre, and with 
poignards in their hands, exhibited to the 
world the utility and glory of war. One 
generous example would have curbed the 
unbridled fury of future heroes, the lives 
of millions have been ſaved, and the world 
been this day in | peace, 


The dens of Hons, and nurſeries of 
| tigers, do not furniſh ſuch frightful in- 
| ſtances of cruelty and various havoc, as 
the hiſtory of Kings and Prieſts. But the 
times are at length accompliſhed:—a 
mighty change has taken place in the rea- 
ſoning of — and oats know it and 
tremble. 


(3 


z tremble. The political world begins to 
move, and the awful voice of the people 
| is heard. The hand of opprefled nations 


is about to dwell heavy on the oppreflor, = 
and Europe may congratulate itſelf that 


War is on the wane, and that a final and 
terrible blow will be given to thoſe fero- 
ceious and unjuſt plans of murder, which 

have for ages paſt, deſalated the faireſt por- 

| Hons of che earth. 


1 purpoſely decline making any re- 
marks, at preſent, on the offenſive and de- 
fenſive alliance between Church and State, 
and on the ſpirit of ee which is 
its is anendant. 


The Slave Trade, which has received. 
a full diſcuſſion, ſince Philoſophy has been 
enabled to uplift its awful voice againſt 
Tyranny, next deſerves our notice. "The 
pleas for its continuance, may be all re- 
duced to one, which is, Wealth, The 
law of this country has ſanctioned it (it 
4s theu admitted that law and juſtice are 
femetimes at pariqnce) therefore men may 
be allowed to offer violence to their feelings, 
to 


31) 


to be immoral, vnjuſt and cruel, vrovided 
they receive the fat of law. The eſſenee 
of right and wrong does not depend on 


words and clauſes inſerted in acts of par- 


liament, but upon Reaſon, and the nature 


_ of things, antecedent to all laws. Reafon 


ought always to be conſulted, before laws 
are framed ; and laws had much better 
never to have been made, where it is not 


confulted. Every law that is not founded 


on Reaſon, is an uſurpation on the natural 


rights of mankind ; and no general aflent, 
or ſuppoſed neceffity, can give them that 


validity which they do not derive from 


their own * or 2 


I ene no one will have the effron- 


tery to declare that Reaſon and Cruelty 
can go together; if they cannot, ſhew me 
by what right you can make a fellow crea- 
ture your ſlave. If you violate a Jaw in it- 
{elf unjuſt, you cannot be ſaid to have 
committed a crime; but if you violate 


that which ought to be law, although there 
be no law extant, you are highly erirmi- 
nal. By the law of our country, an obli- 
gation from one — to another to 


commit 5 


[ 32 3 


in itſelf; and by a parity of reaſoning, 


all public laws (and among them thoſe 


which give countenance to the Slave-trade) 
are void, when they are repugnant to the 


unalterable principles of Morality, Juſtice 


and — 


* 


pretended neceſſity of things; the Slave- 
Trade, although admitted to be inconſiſt- 


ent with Rafe and Juſtice, is vindicated 
by political caſuiſts, under this deviliſh 


plea of neceſſity, and the heterogeneous 


commit an illegal or immoral act, is void 


diſtinctions between political and moral 


virtue. But it is founded on the right of 
conqueſt and uſurpation, that is, the right 


of the ſtrongeſt, and on no other ;—a right 


which all men reprobate on this fide of the 
Atlantic, and have even bled to deny. 


10 once thought that v we owed Ds to 


the Weſt-Indians, and I ſtated to you, at 
that time, ſome of the revenues which 


England derived from her colonies ; but 
I forgot what ſhe paid to ſupport them. 
My ſtatement was like that of our heaven- 


” 


born 


(33) 


born Miniſter, perfectly correct in the ac- 
count of the receipts, but there was no 
notice taken of the diſburſements. I have 
fince had powerful reaſons for thinking 
that we ſhould be richer and happier with- 
out any Colonies. The vaſt expences we 
are at even in time of peace, prove that the 
ſugar of the Welt Indies is not a ſufficient 
recompence for the vaſt expence and anxie- 
ty of ſupporting them. The evidence 
that was delivered before the 558 gentlemen 
_ aſſembled in Weſtminſter, 1 till think exag- 
gerated, and a recent trial, in which much 


| ſubornation of perjury has been diſcloſed, 


gives a ſort of countenance to my afler- 
tion. It will be with much difficulty that 
I ſhall be made to believe, that men (out 
of Europe) can be capable of committing 
ſuch atrocious hoſtilities againſt human 
nature, as are ſtated in the book of evi- 
dence that was delivered before them, al- 
though it is a Jamentable fact, that the 
mercantile calculations of the coloniſt are 
founded on the propagation of his ſlaves, 
(or rather they are a real flock) on whoſe 
produce he calculates in the fame manner 
as on his cattle and ſwine, 


E Ts 
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1s this curſed plant ſo organized a 
that it canaot grow and molar, but un- 
der the hands of ſlaves, and the laſhes of 
overſcers? Cannot ſugar be as well cul- 

tivated by freemen, as our Derbyſhire 

mines, or the vineyards of Burgundy ! If 

It be true that our iſlands can flouriſh only 

by the labour of ſlaves, I ould vote tor 

. Siving them 1. 


7 But with me, there is another ſerious 
argument for relinquiſhing them, at leaſt, 
during the preſent troubled ſtate of Eu- 
rope. Our planters and merchants cor- 
rupt us by the influence of example; they 
have tranſplanted here their habituated 
ſentiments of ſlavery, and it is more than 

| probable that they would be baſe enough 
to ſuſtain the meaſures of any Miuiſter, 
or any Government, as long as their own 

domeſtic tyranny 1s Gente. to them. 1 

call every man a « tyrant who holds another 

in 1 Chains. 


4 1 argument hitherto employed in 
favour of humanity and juſtice, having 
been illuſory, it is high time to compel the 


(-38 3 


abolition of this infernal commerce, by 


recurring to motives of policy. Relin- 


quiſh your colonies, —leave the Planters 


to compromiſe with their ſlaves (if it be 
poſſible to make any compoſition with ty- 


rants) and the neceſſity ot the Slave Trade 


will be ſoon — 


- Bar, it is not the Slave Trade only, 


that ought to be aboliſhed ; you ſhould 
| ſtrike at the root of the evil, and extermi- 


nate SLAVERY itſelf. Throughout every 
nation of the earth, let the opprefled awa- 


ken from their drunken fleep ;—let the 


African, the Aſiatic, the European, burſt. 
aſunder their chains, and raiſe a pious war 


acainſt tyranny. Should tyrants, ſenſible 
of the indignant temper of the oppreſſed, 


refuſe to expiate their crimes by a volun- 
tary renunciation ;—ſhould they wreſtle 
with Freedom, let the PeoeLE roll on 
them in a tempeſt of fury, and compel 


| them to expire in agonies ! 1 


1 The Slave who breaks * chains, in 
whatſoever country he be, reſiſts oppreſ- 
ſion: he reſumes his {poliated rights, and 
1 4 cannot 
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cannot be inculpated by any but a Deſpot 
or a Coward. With a tyrant, nature and 
all mankind are in a ſtate of war. If, 
therefore, to liberate himſelf, the Slave be 
conſtrained to deſtroy his oppreſſor, he 
_ exerciſes his RicuT : if any one ſhould 
be ſo mean, or puſillanimous, as to deny 
him this right, let him turn the tables, 
and aſk himſelf if he would not ſacrifice 
his oppreſſor to obtain his freedom, 


Doubtleſs the moment of univerſal 
- emancipation is far oft; but the contem- 
plative man, who is a friend to the hu- 

man race, lives much beyond his own age, 
and becomes the cotemporary of diſtant 
times. Future generations occupy his 

care, their ſorrows afflict him as ſenſibly 
as thoſe of the preſent age; he feels an 

- Intereſt in the univerſal happineſs of the 
world, and lives for ever with all nations, : 


| Thave in ured the 3 is. 
by formerly denying him his rights. In 
the ſincerity of my heart, I ſpoke not what 
I thought, but what I believed I thought. 
The only retribution I can make, is to ſee 


— 


4 


him righted. At the fame time that we 
would avenge the cauſe of humanity, let 
us not forget thoſe who have embarke. in 
this commerce, whether from :ignorauce 


of its iniquity, or from heredicary preju- 


dices. Perhaps it will be needleſs to at- 
tempt to convince, where intereſt is in the 
way. But the Weſt Indian planters and 


traders are entitled to our reſpect, and as 
in their own concert, they will be the even- 


tual loſers, let the humane and generous 
ſpirit of our countrymen diſplay itſelf on 
their behalf; even the royal purſe may be 
opened on this occaſion, in concert with that 
of the nation, to purchaſe out of the hands 


of monopolizers, this abominable traffic. 


Our legiſlature may then barter with 
the Africans for happineſs, but not for 
BL oOD. A ſcheme of civilization may be 


eaſily contrived, which the condition of 


ſlavery at preſent prohibits; and thoſe 


who have become ſufficiently informed 
may return once more to the banks of the 


Niger; may arouſe their unhappy and 
ignorant countrymen to a ſenſe of their 


rights ;—may induce them to co-operate 


with 
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with Eurnpeans in breaking their chains 


over the heads of their tyrants, and to pa:- 


ticipate in the approaching happy ſyſtem Z 


of equal and * liber ty. 


Such are te ſavage cuſtoms followed 


or ſanctioned by e that I have 
found the taſk of delineating only a few 
of them, painful in the extreme. The 


compaſſionate tears of weeping Humanity 
accompany my pen in marking the retro- 


 e£ade motion of Governments ; and the 
man whoſe heart is not ſteeled againit the 
feelings of ſuffering nature, will ſympa- 
thize with me on the fad lot of the majo- 
rity of the human race. I am not with- 
out hope chat, after the peruſal of theſe 
few theets, you, who were bewitched by 
the ſorcery of the Proclamations, and who, 


joined in the abuſes and invectives ſo pro- 


fuſely laviſhed upon me and my aſſociates, 
will have re-entered into your ſenſes, and 


be induced to think, that when you abuſed 
us, you inſulted yourſelves, 


I have been informed, that we have ma- 5 


ay ſecret well-wiſhers, who have been com- 


2 


(39) 
pelled from _ ty publicly to deprecate 


our conduct. If ſuch men act from mo- 
tives I have ſtated in the firſt part of this 
letter, they are not to be blamed ; if other- 
wiſe, they may there find alſo their cha- 
racer and ſentence. I really believe moſt 
of you are in the former predicament, and 
that you are ſo influenced by the Ariſto- 
cracy around you, that you are afraid to 
{peak out, except in that key which your 
maſters pleaſe to touch you upon. They 
| ſhould however, reflect, that a drum when 
beat upon by a friend or an enemy, will 
make a noiſe. As therefore, it cannot be 
expected that you will /oudly call for your 
rights, I ſhall think myſelf amply reward- 
ed, if this letter ſhould be ſo efficacious as 
to make you hint upon them. 


It is not impoſſible that the nations of 
the earth would have been at this day ſunk 
in apathy and ignorance, had not the ever 
memorable revolution of America pro- 
moted a ſpirit of inquiry and diſcuſſion, 
that ſoon made men long after Freedom. 
At this period, Reaſon, wich her offspring 
Liberty, were recalled from their long 


exile 
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exile, into the cabinets of Philoſophers, and 
the ftrangers were welcomed into the 


| homely manſions of Poverty. Like the 


periodical overflowings of the Nile, their 


return has excited an univerſal joy. 


But America, being remotely ſituated 


from Europe, the means of communica- 
tion were not frequent and numerous. It 
was reſerved for Frenchmen, who had 


been reſiſting oppreſſion there, to tranſ- 


plant into their native ſoil thoſe ſeeds which 
were only vegetating in the regions 
America; — to them was e the ho- 
nour of being the — of European 
Freedom. 15 


Overleaping a vaſt chaos of prejudices 


and abuſes, the French nation ruſhed at 
once into Liberty, and exhibits a brilliant 
Aurora to an aſtoniſhed world. She is 
now moving in magnificent ſplendour to- 
wards her merida, from whence ſhe will 


ſcorch and conſume the Tyrants of the 
5 Univerſe. | | 


It was the unhappy fate of a certain 


man, who ſickcned at chis new birth of 


L berty, 
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1 deny. to deride and deny the Rights of 
Engliſhmen. The great character he for- 
merly acquired, as being a leader of that 
party which plead the cauſe of American 
rights, gave a celebrity to his late perform- 

ances, that ſtaggered even men of ſober 
judgment. But they ſoon were able to 
diſcriminate between the magic influence 
of well-turned periods, and common ſenſe, 


and the opinion of one eloquent ſlave was 


found to be not of ſufficient weight to 
_ diſpoſe of the liberty and happineſs of man- 


kind. His works are pafled into obli- 


vion, and his name would be forgotten, 
were it not inſcribed on the title page of 
| the ſplendid and luminous monument of 
his defeat. Conſidering the late revolu- 
tion of France, as an object that ought not 


only to excite the admiration, but the at- 
tention of Engliſhmen, I thought it in- 


cumbent on me to pay my perſonal ho- 
mage to that enlightened and regenerated 
REPUBLIC. In concert with Dr. John- 
ſon I wrote the following Addreſs, which 
we afterwards ſubmitted to the conſidera- 
tion of the different Societies in Derby. It 


was unanimouſly adopted by them; and 
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as we had previouſly intended to depart to | 
France, for the purpoſe of peruſing the 
political writings which daily appear in 
that aſvlum of ſherry and juſtice, and of 
| artending che trial of the late Louis Capet, 
we were of courſe requeſted to convey it 
to the National Convention, as members 
| of thoſe ſocieties. 


At a Meeting of the Society for Conflitu- 


tional Information, held at Derby, on. 
Tueſday the 20th of November, 1792, 
| the jollowing Addreſs to the National 
Convention of F Vance, was directed to 
be conveyed to them by two of their 
members then preſent. 


Bretbren and fellow Citizens of the World, 


THE friends of mankind, aflembled for 


the purpoſe of obtaining univerſal liberty, 


and of inveſtigating the true principles of 


ſociety, have deputed two of their mem- 
bers to communicate to you how deeply 
they are intereſted in the happineſs of 


France, and in the cauſe of general Free- 


dom. 


They 


(43 


I bey have long obſerved with anxious 
ſolicitude, your exertions in favour of op- 
preſſed man; they have ſeen you reclaim 


choſe rights which the cruel hand of vio- 


lence had wreſted from him, and which 
numberleſs oppreſſions had nearly annihi- 


a 


By the fall of Deſpotiſm, you have 
reared the drooping head of ſuffering na- 
tions; and given to Tyrants an awful 
example. You have diſperſed the miſt of 
ignorance, and tau ght man to reaſon for 


himſelf. 


. Duting the long and weyid Baker of 
' Preedom, * dignity of man was forgot- 


ten: he has been the vile and inglorious 
engine of tyrannical fury. 


| You have wht ww the tears of that 
moſt uſeful, and hitherto moſt neglected 
claſs of men, whoſe induſtry fed the pro- 

digal licentiouſnels of Tyrants, and whoſe 


ſorrows never penetrated their boſoms. 
But now, the pooreſt cottager of France 


miles upon thoſe delicious plains which. 
jj A CW 
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he had formerly watered with his tears, 
Inſtructed by you. he revolts at oppreſſion, 
and ſcorns the * 


” Gele, which has ever dcbaſed 
man, as a moral agent, is now on the 
wing; and Frenchmen, no longer depen- 

dant on Kings, live only * che rule * 

5 Right, 8 


Permit us, brethren, to pay the tri- 

bute of juſt applauſe to thoſe gallant and 

and undaunted citizens of France, who, 

in the midſt of general calamity, marched 

to the frontiers of your empire, and fought 

and conquered thoſe miſtaken men, who, > 
impelled by guilty tyrants, ravaged your 
peaceful fields, and invaded your rifing 
| liberties. They contended not for France 
alone, but the whole human race —They 
well deſerve our an 


, an wars ks been 6 on 
from licentious ambition or unbounded 
avarice; the victor enſlaved the vanquiſh- 
ed. But renovated France directs her 
brave legions againſt the deſpotiſm of 

| neigh» = 
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neighbouring Tyrants, and conquers only : 
to make froe. 


= A long train of melancholy experience . 
has marked out the depraved character of 
courts, and hiſtory and nature bluſh at the 


recital. At the command of Kings and 


of Prieſts, the world has been delu = in 


blood. — We are by nature, brethren ;— 
they have torn us from each other. Ir 


was reſerved for the Gallic Republic to 
break the accurſed knot which has leagued 
kings for ages paſt againſt che reſt of the 


world. 


| Ref and Philoſophy are making 
haſty ſtrides, and precedent aud hereditary 


notions go faſt to decline. 


Your fellow citizens, who have dele- 


155 gated two of their body to convey this to 


vou, ardently wiſh that the world max 
reap a rich harveſt from the ſeed which 


France has ſo admirably ſown ; and that 


the defeats of your enemies may forward 


the vegetation of freedom. 
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By teaching mankind that they are all 
| _ equal in rights, you have dedicated a glo- 
rious edifice to Liberty, which muſt here- 
after prove the Dungeon of Tyrants, and : 
the Aly lum of the Oppreſſed, 


Impreſſed with theſe 8 we 
glory in your illuſtrious maxims of policy, 
and hail the halcyon days of France, of 
: Liberty, and of — * — 


WWW 
| tingham and other parts, afterwards ſub- . 
1 ſcribod. 


# A of the Conflitutional Society, on 4. 3 of Nevember, 1792. 8 

| PETER CROMPTON , M. D, Chairman. | 

| Reſelved, | | 
That the addreſs which has been read, and approved of by this 


Society, be preſented to the Ni.itiona! Coniteiition of France, by 
50 WII LIAu Brooks * M. D. and Hexzy YoRKkE, L. L. B. 


' Reſolved, 7 
That the Societies eſtabliſhed in this and me neighbouring rowns, | 


be invited to Join in the above audrels. 


' Reſolved, | 
That the Secretary tran mit copies of the above addreſs 2nd re- 
ſolutions, to the different atlociations in the town and neighbour- 


cod, 


Reſolved, 
That each ſociety be requeſted to depots two of their i 
to confer with a deput:tuw of tne Bel! ſociety, on Saturday . | | 


the _ of November, at icven o clock in the evening. — | 5 
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ſcribed. It was a favourable moment for 
them to open their hearts to Frenchmen, 
and to congratulate them on the probable 
_ extinction of thoſe ſavage ſyſtems, which 
the wicked policy of tyrants had kept alive. 
It was highly gratifying to me to be the 
harbinger of the glad tidings of good fel- 
lowſhip between two nations hitherto rival, 

and to be inſtrumental in bringing about 
a re-union in the great family of man. In 
this point of view, I ſhall ever conſider my 
embaſſy as far more honourable and uſeful, 
than that of Courts, and the abuſe I have 
ſhared, as a flattering OP of my 


praiſe. 


The addreſs is now before you, and 
you may judge of its tendency. If there 
be any man among you who diſſents from 
it, he is a SLAVE, than which there can- 
not be a more deſpicable name, and he de- 

: ſerves more wy r chan my . 


Had been in England when you cal- 
led a meeting for the . of returning 
thanks to G the 3d, for his procla- 
mation, I ſhould have proteſted againſt it 


as 
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ſedition were alledged as the ground- works 


3 
as an inhabitant of the county, and as P 
member of the Conſtitutional Society. 


That was not the time for fulfome and 


adulatory addrefles ; on the contrary, you 


ſhould have ſent to that man ſound and 
wholeſome advice, and even, in my _ 
f nion, REMONSTRANCES. 


The proclamation was unneceflary and 


D improper. Uuneceflary, becauſe its pro- 


fefled object was to arreſt the progreſs of 


ſedition ; whereas, if it any where exiſted, 


the e ef were inveſted with ſuffi- 


cient powers by the law of the land to ſup- 
preſs or puniſh it; improper, becauſe it 


provoked unneceſſary alarms among our 
fellow ſubjects, kindled into flame the 


embers of perſecution and diſtruſt, gene- 
rated a new and unwarrantable ſyſtem of 
State inquiſition, gave a ſevere wound to 


the Liberty of the Preſs, and by the up- 


poſed concurrence of the people with the 
government, ſuſpended the force of free . 


opinion. 
No proofs whatever of inſurrection or 


of 


— - — 
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of the proclamation, not even the ſymp- 


toms of revolt were apparent. To ſuch 
| perſons as were of opinion that the mecha- 


niſm of our government afforded reaſon to 


fear, the excitement of alarm might ap- 


_ pear a prudential ſtep. It was both their 


intereſt and their duty to recur to every 
pitiful ſhift that might promote jealouſy ; 
and combination, aig the holding up to 


_ perſons of condition and property, that an 


equalization of property was meditated by 


the reformers of England, was not the 


leaſt inſtance of their cunning. This re- 


port was circulated with uncommon in- 
duſtry, and was received by all ranks of 


men with that terror and indignation which 
the apprehenſion of ſuch a viſionary, im- 


practicable, and diſorderly ſyſtem, is calcu- 


lated to inſpire. It ſhould have met with 
the ſcorn of thoſe men who had aſſociated 
themſelves for the ſale purpoſe of obtaining 


a fair, univerſal, and frequent repreſenta- 
tion of the people in parliament, and that 
_ contempt could not have been better ex- 
preſſed than in refuſing to fign the addreſs, 
Then was the moment for an avowal and 
defence of their principles; then was the 
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time for publiſhing a Declaration of the 
' WRONGs of Engliſhmen, and for uniting in 
a ſpirited manner for their mutual defence 

againſt hired and lawleſs ruffians, mobs and 
informers. But, their ſignatures to an Ad- 

| dreſs, not delivered as a eſt of loyalty, but 
of app:obation of the meaſures of Miniſtry, 
have induced the illiberal and ſuſpicious to 
put unjuſt and unfair conſtructions on their a 
honeſt intentions. 


If che eee that they had 


acted criminally, in vindicating the RiGnTs 


of their countrymen, and that the preſent 
was a fortunate moment to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from enquiry, they have acted with 
diſcretion—but with little honeſty. But, 


if their actions had ever been in perfect con- 


formity to their public profeſſions, they 


had nothing to dread from a Proclamation, 


which was not directed at them (1 would 
thank any one to inform me againſt whom 
u was directed) and which fact was then 
admitted by ſeveral of the deluded at the 


meeting. All parties acquieſced in the 


Jjuſtice and neceſſily of a Reform, but many 


differed about che time ot effecting this Juſt 2 


and 


SH 


and meceſſary work. The buſtle cauſed 
by the Proclamation ; the fears of ignorant 
= parſons, miſinformed country ſquires, and 
the threats of the banditti of hireling law- 
yers and informers which infeſts our na- 
tion more thau any other State in Europe, 
ſhould not have deterred them from perſe- 
vering with energy. For, under whatever 
pretext the Proclamation* was ifſued, it has 
only enlarged the ſphere of enquiry, which 
_ pervades the nation with the ſwiftneſs of 
wildfire, and will, though at preſent taking 
a ſubterranean paſſage, in deſpite of every 
effort to prevent it, BURST FORTH WITH 
A TERRIBLE EXPLOSION, WHEN AND 
WHERE IT IS LEAST EXPECTED ! 


That Government muſt indecd be had, 
which always ſuſpects the fidelity of the 
governed, and conſiders its moſt loval ſub- 

jets as its bittereſt enemies. Sedition is 
to Miniſters, what Hereſy is to Prieſts.— 
ut a juſt and moderate Government has 
nothing to fear from what is called ſedi- 
tion. It is oppreſſion alone that ferments 
. the 


® It is to be 1 chat others of the lame tendency will appear 
every month. | 
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the public mind, and animates men to con- 
ſpire the overthrow of a rotten Govern- 


ment, a wicked Miniſter, or a deſpotic ; 


King. 


1 oompafße ion to miniſterial folly and 


obſtinacy, it cannot be too often held out 
to them, that it is impoſſible for Proclama- 
tions, Proſecutions, Aflociations, Pillories, 
and Dungeons of State, to fiop the rapid 


progreſs of popular opinion. By an electric 
and general reſurrection of Reaſon, the pal- 


ſied i of man are put into motion, 


and he is alive to a ſenſe of his Rights.— 


The principles of Liberty may e 
but they cannot now be annulled. They 
are impreſcriptible and ſacred; neither 


King nor Parliament (if they were ſo cri- 
minal as to attempt it) can abrogate them. 
The union of the PEOPLE wh break the 
confederacy of tyrants, AND WHAT HAS 
BEEN CONSTITUTIONALLY DONE AT ONE 
PERIOD, MAY BE DONE AGAIN, 


* 66 When tae People are made miſera . 
ble, and find themſelves expoted to the 


Locke on Civil Government. 


4 


ill uſage of at birary power, cry up their 
governors as much as you will for ſons of 
Jupiter ; let them be ſacred and divine, de- 
ſcended or authoriſed from heaven, give 
them out for whom or what you pleaſe, 
| they will be ready upon ANY OCCASION | 
to eaſe themſelves of a burthen that fits 
heavy upon. them. [They will with and 
| ſeek for the opportunity, which in the 
change, weakneſs and accidents of human 
affairs, ſeldom delays long to er itſelf. — 
He muſt have lived but a little while in 
the world, who has not ſeen examples of 
this in his time; and he mvſt have read 
very little, who cannot produce examples 
of it, in all forts of Governments in the 
world. 


Great miſtakes in the ruling g part, many 
wrong and inconvenient Wks and all the 
ſlips of human frailty, will be borne by the 
People, without mutiny and murmur ; | 
but, if a long train of abuſes, prevarications, 
and artifices, all tending the ſame way, 
make the deſign viſible to the People, and 
they cannot but ee! what they lie under, 
and ſee whither they are going, it is not 
| | | to 
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to he wondered at, that they ſhould then 
ROUZE THEMSELVES AND ENDEAVOUR TO 
23E Vs PUT THE RULE INTO SUCH HANDS WHICH 
Max SECURE TO THEM THE ENDS FOR 
1 nf GOVERNMENT WAS AT FIRST 
r ERECTED.” 


Tln Citizens, „ dea are idle, ye are 5 
, idle a 


HENRY YORKE. 
Derby, March 1, 1793. 
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4 DEFENCE OF THE PEOPLE or FRANCE, 
Againf the Calumnies of their Enemies. 5 
BY HENRY YORK E. 
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